
Welcome from the Chair 

Dear Colleagues, Students, Alumni, and Friends,

As we move into the middle of the semester, I want to take a moment to encourage all of our
students, faculty, and staff to stay focused, stay encouraged, and continue pushing forward with
purpose. Mid-semester is often a demanding time, but it is also a valuable opportunity to reflect
on the progress we have made and recommit ourselves to the goals we set at the start of the
term.

March also gives us the opportunity to celebrate Women’s History Month, a time to honor the
many women whose leadership, scholarship, activism, and public service have shaped politics
and democracy across the globe. In Political Science, it is especially important that we continue
to study and teach the role of women in politics—not just as a matter of representation, but as a
matter of understanding power, participation, and political change. While there has been
important progress, the data remind us that there is still much work to do. According to the Pew
Research Center, women made up 28.5% of the U.S. House of Representatives, 25% of the U.S.
Senate, and 32.7% of state legislatures in 2023—far better than in previous decades, but still far
from parity. Pew also reports that 53% of Americans say there are still too few women in high
political office in the United States. These numbers reinforce why Women’s History Month
matters: not simply as a celebration of individual “firsts,” but as a reminder of the importance of
sustained study, advocacy, and institutional change in political life.

I also want to celebrate the tremendous success of the 70th Charter Day Celebration of the
Gamma Chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha. The event was exceptionally well attended and served as a
powerful reminder of the strength, legacy, and excellence of our Political Science community. It
was a wonderful opportunity to honor the chapter’s long history while also celebrating the
leadership and accomplishments of our current students. I extend sincere thanks to everyone
who contributed to making the event such a meaningful success.

Looking ahead, I am especially excited about our first Political Science Research Day, which will
take place during Research Month on April 9, 2026. This event will showcase the outstanding
intellectual work of our students and highlight the importance of undergraduate and graduate
research in the department. I encourage everyone to come out and support our superb Political
Science students as they share their scholarship and ideas.

Finally, we also look forward to celebrating our graduating seniors at our Senior Send-Off on April
30, 2026. This is always a special moment in the life of the department, and I am eager to honor
the hard work, growth, and accomplishments of our students as they prepare for the next
chapter.
Thank you all for your continued commitment to the Department of Political Science. I wish you
a productive and successful second half of the semester.

Lakeyta M. Bonnette Ph.D.
Professor and Chair
Department of Political Science
Howard University
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ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT  /  Tria Stallings

Tria Stallings graduated f rom Delaware State University with a B. A.
in Political Science in 2016 where she served as Miss Delaware State
University and a M. A. in Political Science f rom Howard University in
2018. 

Ms. Stallings continues to make great strides in the political
arena as she has worked for several members of the
Congressional Black Caucus, served on the 2020 Joe Biden for
President campaign, was appointed by President Joe Biden to
serve as a Political Appointee to the historic Biden-Harris
administration, and served on the 2024 Harris-Walz campaign
as the National Women’s Engagement Deputy Director. Tria
recently served in the Off ice of the Governor of Delaware as
the Deputy Director of Boards and Commissions. 

She currently serves as Deputy Organizing Director for the
Pennsylvania Democratic Party overseeing organizing efforts in the
City of Philadelphia to reelect Governor Shapiro and Democrats
down the ballot. 



Alumni Spotlight / TIME II: Unfinished Business 
A Campaign for Freedom Re-Release
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Joshua Montrel, a political science alumnus of Howard University, is
dedicated to telling powerful, justice-centered stories that illuminate
the human impact of mass incarceration. One documentary that he
produced, TIME II: Unf inished Business, serves as a compelling
continuation of the Oscar-nominated TIME (2020), revisiting the lives of
Sibil “Fox” Richardson and Robert “Rob” Richardson after Rob’s release
from Louisiana State Penitentiary (Angola) following 21 years of
incarceration.
 
Rather than f raming his release as the end of their struggle, Montrel
captures the ongoing f ight for f reedom as the couple returns to
Louisiana’s carceral system to advocate for the release of their nephew
and co-defendant. Through intimate storytelling and unflinching
realism, Montrel highlights the emotional, legal, and generational toll of
incarceration while underscoring a powerful message: true f reedom is
collective. 

The f ilm not only documents a family’s unwavering commitment to
justice but also serves as a call to action through its “Campaign for
Freedom,” offering audiences tools for advocacy and education. TIME II:
Unf inished Business is set to re-release with a self-distribution
campaign on Juneteenth, aligning its message of liberation with the
historic celebration of Black f reedom, and reinforcing Montrel’s mission
to merge storytelling with social impact.

https://www.timetwomovie.com/
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Meet our Assistant Professor, Dr. Zainab Alam

Zainab Alam is an Assistant Professor of Political Science at Howard
University whose research sits at the intersection of comparative
politics, human rights, and digital media and technology, with a
regional specialization in South Asia. Broadly, she is interested in how
democratic institutions erode and who bears the cost of that erosion.
Her work examines digital censorship, gendered political exclusion,
and the ways illiberal norms are reproduced through media, populist
movements, and state power in Pakistan.

Her forthcoming book, Unpacking Illiberal Democracy in Pakistan
(Cambridge University Press), develops a new typology of censorship to
explain how Pakistan’s democratic institutions have been hollowed out
over time, and how nationalism is weaponized to foster illiberalism.
Using India as a comparative case study, she pays particular attention
to the political marginalization of women and minorities in both
physical and digital public spaces. This research agenda is reflected in
publications appearing in the International Feminist Journal of Politics
(2025), the Sage International Encyclopedia of Politics and Gender
(2025), the Palgrave Handbook of Fashion and Politics (2024), the
Journal of Language Aggression and Conflict (2021), and Perspectives
on Politics (2020).

Dr. Alam brings her research on democratic erosion and human rights
directly into the classroom, emphasizing a global-to-local connection
through courses ranging f rom South Asian politics to international law.
She has also recently been selected as a Subject Matter Expert for the
ASCEND-AI Faculty Learning Community at Howard University.



The Department of Political Science is proud to spotlight Dr. Keesha Middlemass for
her continued leadership in public scholarship and research on democracy, justice,
and institutional reform.

Dr. Middlemass is serving as a co-lead of a new Brookings series, Uprooted:
Rediscovering America, an important initiative that centers the voices and lived
experiences of communities across the United States. The series highlights how the
promise of the American dream is most equitably realized through collective action,
resilience, and a fuller understanding of the communities and histories that have too
often been overlooked. As part of this work, Dr. Middlemass leads the area of Inclusion
and Cultural Politics, which focuses on the narratives, values, and community norms
that shape democratic life and influence policy and political conversations. Her
leadership in this national initiative reflects her deep commitment to elevating
scholarship that is both intellectually rigorous and socially meaningful.

In addition to this exciting public-facing work, Dr. Middlemass also presented at the
57th Annual National Conference of Black Political Scientists (NCOBPS). Her paper,
“Sealing Criminal Records – An Institutional Mess,” examines the implementation of
clean slate laws—policies designed to shield, though not erase, criminal records f rom
background checks. Focusing on Virginia’s forthcoming clean slate law, scheduled to
take effect on July 1, 2026, Dr. Middlemass’s research investigates how the institutions
tasked with implementing these laws may, in practice, create signif icant barriers to
relief for the very individuals these statutes are intended to help. This important work
is supported by a grant f rom the Clean Slate Initiative.

Through both her Brookings leadership and her cutting-edge research, Dr.
Middlemass continues to demonstrate the power of political science scholarship to
shape public debate, expose institutional inequities, and contribute to more just
policy futures. We congratulate Dr. Middlemass on these impressive accomplishments
and are proud to celebrate her work in the department.

Political  Science at the Mecca
FACULTY SPOTLIGHT : Full Professor, Dr. Keesha

Middlemass



Student Opportunities
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Washington International Diplomatic Academy are
accepting applications for their 2026 summer training

program. Selected applicants have the opportunity to earn a
scholarship! Learn more…

Bernita Carmichael is looking for dedicated students to intern
during her campaign to become the first woman elected to

represent Ward 5. This commitment is 4 hours weekly and consists
of  reaching out to voters, petitioning signatures, and organizing

events. Email to discuss this opportunity!

The Diane Bernstein Fellowship in Child and Youth Advocacy is for
emerging or experienced community advocates, undergraduates,

recent graduates, or graduate students who wish to address
structural racism through public interest advocacy. Apply here!

https://diplomaticacademy.us/diplomacy-courses/summer-diplomatic-academy/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8QCYnI78ns1Ml9hJV93_KhgVdR8Bz8XKnpEKBbsJRiWQZxQF33wJLO_QiR_RBemNPmHkFULyZsLm2KDfeeJNMpVpOmXA&_hsmi=404551300&utm_content=404551300&utm_source=hs_email
mailto:dr.demetrawilliams@gmail.com
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwearedcaction.org%2Four-initiatives%2Fdiane-bernstein-fellowship%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLaNiya.Kaintuck%40bison.howard.edu%7C3fea175e90314aeda1a708de89d958f2%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C639099763773344288%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=A007OalrOE6N3qNCUd3BHYccTlTPgDvZKY9%2BEbvrLAI%3D&reserved=0
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeJu1EugbsD5j_ovr6q2uFxkiqmt942J_yjefBENXXicwPtAw/viewform


 Student Opportunities Continued…
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Apply Here...

Apply Here...

The Future of Democracy Prize,
presented by Democracy Defenders
Fund, invites young Americans (ages

18–30) to share bold ideas for
strengthening democracy in the

decades ahead. Selected f inalists will
receive a $1,000 honorarium, and

winning submissions will be published
in a national anthology.

Submit your vision for the future of
American democracy.

Apply Here...

https://www.eversheds-sutherland.com/en/United-States/about/responsible-business/diversity-and-inclusion/es-scholars
https://missouri.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_8GMjRaD8Labf6QK
https://www.democracydefendersfund.org/future-prize


Upcoming Events 
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Congratulations!!!

Dr. Marcus Board, 
2026 Excellence in Truth and Service
Award recipient of the Distinquished

Teaching Awardt

Dr. Keneshia Grant, 2026 Excellence
in Truth and Service Award recipient

of the Colleagues Mentoring
Colleagues Award



Faculty Outreach
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The Howard University NAACP Education Committee hosted a conversation with Dr.
Marcus Board Jr. and Pi Sigma Alpha about informed advocacy and cultivated hope

in the face of mis-education. This event created an open space for students to
discuss their perspectives on advocacy and civic awareness with Dr. Board. We

want to thank everyone who contributed and participated in this event. It was such
an amazing turnout!

Dr. Norman B. Sandridge discussed the question
“Can we truly lead without the Humanities?” on

a podcast at McGill University. Listen here...

Read the latest op-ed from Dr. Clarence Lusane
rntitled “Another Thing Trump and Epstein Share:

White Supremacy.”  

https://open.spotify.com/episode/1L5acmsZGqgBFoixUhgMEj?si=KQ-R6CLXT_m6RR6-tfj5LA
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/trump-epstein-white-supremacy
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/trump-epstein-white-supremacy
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/trump-epstein-white-supremacy
https://www.commondreams.org/opinion/trump-epstein-white-supremacy


The Department of Political Science proudly congratulates Dr. Elsie Scott, Director of
the Ronald W. Walters Leadership & Public Policy Center and member of our Political
Science faculty, along with our outstanding undergraduate students, for representing
Howard University at the 57th Annual National Conference of Black Political Scientists
(NCOBPS) held at the University of Maryland, College Park, March 18–21, 2026.

We are especially proud of the Howard panel, “Where Do We Go From Here:
Perspectives f rom the Class of 2026,” which brought together student voices to
thoughtfully reflect on the state of American democracy, civic engagement, and the
future of political participation through the lens of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s f inal
book. The panel featured Moderator Katia Papailler, Howard University sophomore;
Monet Swann, Howard University senior, presenting “Prioritizing Justice over
Satisfaction and Community Over Divide”; and Jayda Gray, Howard University senior,
presenting “The Precipice of American Democracy: Strengthening Through Civics
Education, Community Power, and Intentional Joy.” The panel also benef ited f rom the
engagement of Discussant Willie J. White III.

This panel reflected the very best of Howard Political Science: intellectually engaged
students, thoughtful public scholarship, and a commitment to examining the pressing
political questions of our time. We commend Dr. Scott for her continued leadership
and mentorship, and we celebrate our students for representing the department with
excellence, insight, and Bison pride. Their participation reminds us that the future of
Black politics and democratic leadership is bright.

Political  Science at the Mecca
DEPARTMENT SPOTLIGHT: HOWARD POLITICAL SCIENCE AT

NCOBPS 2026
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DEPARTMENT SPOTLIGHT: HOWARD POLITICAL SCIENCE AT NCOBPS

2026 Continued...

The Department of Political Science proudly congratulates our outstanding faculty,
students and alumni for representing Howard University at the 57th Annual
National Conference of Black Political Scientists (NCOBPS) held at the University of
Maryland, College Park, March 18–21, 2026.

Howard University has long held a distinguished and enduring place in the history
of NCOBPS, an organization that remains one of the most important intellectual
and professional homes for scholars of Black politics, public policy, race, and
governance. That legacy continues today through the leadership, scholarship, and
mentorship of Howard faculty and alumni who have helped shape both the
organization and the discipline of political science. We are especially proud that this
year’s NCOBPS 43   President, Dr. Pearl K. Dowe, is a Howard University Political
Science alumna, a powerful reminder of Howard’s continuing influence on the
national and global study of Black politics and political life. 

rd

This year’s conference once again highlighted the depth of Howard’s contribution to
the f ield through faculty research, student participation, and intellectual
engagement across a wide range of panels and conversations. Our department’s
presence at NCOBPS reflects the department’s longstanding commitment to
producing scholarship that not only advances knowledge, but also speaks directly
to the political realities and futures of Black communities across the diaspora.



Political  Science at the Mecca
Celebrating 70 Years of Excellence:  Gamma Chapter of Pi Sigma

Alpha

The Department of Political Science was proud to celebrate the 70th Charter
Day Anniversary of the Gamma Chapter of Pi Sigma Alpha, a milestone that
highlighted the rich legacy, intellectual tradition, and enduring excellence of our
honor society. The celebration drew an outstanding turnout f rom students,
faculty, alumni, and supporters, making the event a meaningful reflection of the
strength and vibrancy of our Political Science community.

A special highlight of the evening was the participation of The Honorable Marie
C. Johns, a distinguished business and civic leader, former Deputy Administrator
of the U.S. Small Business Administration, and longtime Howard University
trustee and honorary degree recipient. Ms. Johns was inducted as a member of
Pi Sigma Alpha alongside our student inductees, adding even greater
signif icance to this historic occasion. Her presence and participation served as a
powerful reminder of the leadership, service, and excellence that Pi Sigma Alpha
seeks to cultivate in its members and that Howard University continues to
produce. 

The anniversary celebration not only honored the chapter’s long-standing
history but also celebrated the remarkable achievements and promise of our
current student inductees. We extend our sincere gratitude to everyone who
contributed to making the event such a memorable and successful
commemoration.
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