
Welcome from the Chair 

April is a season of celebration, reflection, and well-earned pride, and nowhere is that more evident than
in the accomplishments of our graduating students. To our seniors and graduate students:
congratulations! You have demonstrated excellence, perseverance, and intellectual courage throughout
your time in the Department of Political Science. We are immensely proud of you and excited to see the
impact you will make in the world.

This year has been especially meaningful for me as I complete my first year as Chair. It has been an
incredible honor to serve this Department, and I am deeply grateful to our faculty for a truly superb year.
Your commitment to teaching, mentorship, research, and service continues to elevate our Department
and shape the next generation of leaders and scholars.

Together, we celebrated and achieved so much. We marked the 70th anniversary of Pi Sigma Alpha,
honoring a legacy of academic excellence and student leadership. Our Research Day showcased the
innovative and impactful work of our students and faculty, reflecting the depth of scholarship within our
community. I had the privilege of representing the Department as a panelist at the Congressional Black
Caucus Foundation Annual Conference, contributing to critical national conversations on politics and
policy.

One of the most inspiring moments of the year was accompanying our students to meet Supreme Court
Justice Ketanji Brown Jackson, a powerful reminder of what is possible and the importance of
representation at the highest levels. We were also proud to support the National Conference of Black
Political Scientists, continuing Howard’s historic leadership in that space, and to participate in the
Southern Political Science Association Annual Conference, where our faculty and students further
demonstrated the strength of our scholarly community.

This year also marked an important step in strengthening our departmental community through the
launch of our first Political Science Open Houses in both the fall and spring semesters. These events
created meaningful opportunities for students to engage directly with faculty, learn more about our
programs, and build connections that extend beyond the classroom. The success of these gatherings
reflects our commitment to accessibility, mentorship, and fostering a vibrant intellectual environment.

Equally important, our faculty have been extraordinarily active and impactful this year. They have
participated in panels and conferences at Howard and across the country, hosted and created new
intellectual and community-centered events, and continued to publish cutting-edge scholarship. Their
work extends beyond the academy through media commentary and public engagement, helping to
shape national conversations while simultaneously mentoring and elevating our students. This balance of
excellence in research, teaching, and service is a hallmark of our Department.

To the Class of 2026: your achievements have not gone unnoticed. Whether in the classroom, through
research, internships, leadership roles, or community engagement, you have represented the very best of
Howard University. You have set a high standard for those who follow, and we celebrate you not only for
what you have accomplished, but for who you are becoming.

As we close this academic year, I am filled with gratitude and pride—for our students, for our faculty, and
for the collective work that continues to define this Department. Thank you all for making this year one of
excellence, growth, and impact.

To our graduates, I leave you with this:  you carry the legacy. You create the future.

With great pride and appreciation,
Dr. Lakeyta M. Bonnette
Chair, Department of Political Science
Howard University
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Dr. Diarra O. Robertson is a scholar of Black Politics and Comparative Politics whose work
interrogates the structural and ideological forces that shape political power, racial identity, and
democratic governance in the United States. A proud product of the HBCU tradition, Dr.
Robertson earned his Ph.D. in Political Science from Howard University, an M.A. from Clark
Atlanta University, and a BA from Xavier University of New Orleans.

Dr. Robertson’s research occupies two intersecting domains: the political dimensions of Black
life in America and the authoritarian tendencies embedded within contemporary evangelical
Christianity. His scholarship on evangelicalism and political power—including his peer-
reviewed work “Authoritarian Drift: The Fundamentalist Tendencies of Evangelicalism from
Trump to Biden” (Journal of Power, Politics & Governance, 2024). He has also contributed
critically to the study of race and popular culture, examining the commodification and
appropriation of Black artistic expression in the edited volume Soul Thieves (Palgrave, 2014),
and to the intersections of race, crisis, and public policy in Seeking Higher Ground (Palgrave,
2008), edited by Manning Marable.

As a dedicated educator, Dr. Robertson brings the full weight of his scholarly expertise into the
classroom through his signature courses in Black Politics and Research Methods. These
courses reflect his commitment to equipping students, particularly those from historically
underrepresented backgrounds, with both the analytical tools and the critical consciousness
necessary to engage political systems as informed scholars and citizens. His mentorship
philosophy is rooted in the conviction that rigorous research training and engaged pedagogy
are among the most transformative investments an educator can make in the lives of students
at minority-serving institutions.

Dr. Robertson’s impact extends well beyond the classroom. He served as Chair of the
Department of History and Government at Bowie State University from 2017 to 2021, during
which time he provided sustained institutional leadership in support of faculty development,
curricular integrity, and departmental growth. He has also demonstrated a consistent
commitment to expanding educational access through competitive grant funding, including
his role as Principal Investigator for an initiative to raise GRE test scores among minority and
low-income students, and as Co-Investigator on the BSU Prelaw Pathway Initiative, a $300,000
grant awarded through the Access Lexus Institute to strengthen the pipeline of students from
Bowie State University into the legal profession.

A member of the American Political Science Association and the National Conference of Black
Political Scientists, Dr. Robertson continues to advance scholarship that centers the
experiences and political futures of Black communities. His work is distinguished by its
theoretical depth, its unflinching engagement with questions of power and identity, and its
enduring commitment to the students and institutions he serves.

ALUMNI SPOTLIGHT | Dr. Diarra O.
Robertson
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We are proud to congratulate Ms. Camila Armas on her acceptance into the 2026 class of the Ralph
Bunche Summer Institute at Duke University—a highly competitive and prestigious program
dedicated to preparing students for doctoral study in political science.

Camila is a rising senior at Howard University majoring in political science with a minor in Spanish
and is a member of the inaugural cohort of the Howard Humanities and Social Sciences Scholars
Program. Her academic journey reflects a deep and sustained commitment to research, civic
engagement, and public scholarship.

She previously participated in Vanderbilt University’s REU program on Accountability, Behavior,
and Conflict in Democratic Politics under Dr. Sharece Thrower, where she examined the effects of
undocumented immigrant populations on state-level political party partisanship. As a Mellon Mays
Social Justice Consortium Fellow and research intern under Dr. Marcus Board, Camila explored
how urban youth of color in Washington, D.C. engage civically in response to youth curfew laws.
She currently serves as an undergraduate research intern at the Ronald W. Walters Leadership &
Public Policy Center, contributing to the development of a student civic engagement toolkit
alongside Dr. Elsie Scott, Dr. Gabby Gray, and Kettering Fellow Raven Ridgell.

Beyond her research, Camila is an award-winning competitor on Howard’s Model United Nations
Team, a section writer for The Hilltop student newspaper, and an active student organizer.
Following graduation, she plans to pursue a Ph.D. in political science, with research interests in
sociopolitical development, American political development, political behavior, and race, ethnicity,
and politics.

Camila now joins a distinguished community of Howard-affiliated “Bunchees,” including
Georgetown University's Chair of Women, Gender and Sexuality Studies, Nadia Brown (Summer
2003), Family lawyer Deja Bryant (Summer 2018), and Howard University's Political Science Chair
Lakeyta Bonnette (Summer 2003), reflecting Howard’s longstanding legacy within this prestigious
pipeline to the professoriate.

Please join us in celebrating Camila’s outstanding achievement and this important milestone in
her academic journey.

Student Highlight: Celebrating Ms. Camila
Armas
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Faculty Publications and Recent Events...
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Dr. Koruzhde latest article, “Explaining Saudi
Arabia’s Inaction During the Gaza War: Why No
Oil Embargo?” just got published in Middle East
Policy! Read it here...

On Thursday, April 16 Congressman Jamie
Raskin visited Dr. Sandridge's Global Leadership
Development course to talk about his memoir,
Unthinkable: Trauma, Truth, and the Trials of

American Democracy. The book treats
Congressman Raskin's leadership f rom trauma
(the death of his son Tommy by suicide and the

January 6 Insurrection), detailing how he led the
second impeachment of President Donald
Trump by drawing inspiration f rom family
members, past presidents, and Civil Rights
leaders. Students talked with Congressman

Raskin about how he tries to mentor people who
disagree with him, how he f inds hope in

America even in diff icult times, and how he
treats everyone as an individual in spite of

interacting with hundreds of different people.

Dr. Sandridge and Leadership Studies!

https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/mepo.70064


Political  Science at the Mecca
Pizza & P-Values: Making Political Research Accessible

This semester, Dr. Valeriia Popova and Dr. Mazaher Koruzhde led two highly engaging
and innovative “Pizza & P-Values” workshops, designed to introduce students to
political research in an accessible and hands-on way.
The f irst workshop, hosted in the Department of Political Science, brought students
together for an interactive session focused on learning how to conduct political
research using R. The sessions were intentionally designed for students with little to no
coding or statistical experience, breaking down barriers that often prevent students
from engaging with data-driven research.

Building on the success of the initial session, a second workshop was held in
collaboration with Black Professionals in International Affairs, expanding the reach of
the program beyond the department and connecting students to broader professional
networks interested in global policy and research.
Across both workshops, Dr. Popova and Dr. Koruzhde combined theoretical insights
with hands-on coding instruction, guiding students through the process of f inding,
analyzing, and interpreting political data. The informal and welcoming environment—
complete with pizza—created a space where students felt comfortable asking
questions, experimenting with new tools, and developing conf idence in their research
abilities.

These workshops reflect the Department’s ongoing commitment to innovative
teaching, experiential learning, and expanding access to research skills, while also
demonstrating how faculty continue to create meaningful opportunities for student
engagement both within Howard and in collaboration with external organizations.

Faculty Recent Events...
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Celebrating Our First In-House Research Day!
Political  Science at the Mecca

The Howard University Department of Political Science is proud to celebrate
the success of our f irst in-house Research Day, held as part of Howard
University’s Research Month. This inaugural event marked an exciting
milestone for our department, highlighting the depth, creativity, and impact
of student scholarship.

We were especially honored to feature student researchers f rom the Ronald
W. Walters Leadership and Public Policy Center, who presented innovative
work addressing critical issues in public policy and civic engagement. Their
presentations were complemented by outstanding contributions f rom our
Political Science honors students, whose research demonstrated rigor,
originality, and a strong commitment to advancing knowledge in the f ield.

As our f irst Research Day, this event represents an important step in
building a vibrant culture of undergraduate research within the
department. We are thrilled by its success and look forward to expanding
and enhancing the program in the years ahead.
We extend our sincere appreciation to all of our faculty, staff and students
for their invaluable support, participation, and dedication in making this
event such a meaningful and successful experience.

We look forward to continuing to showcase the exceptional work of our
students and growing this initiative in the future.



Celebrating Our First In-House Research Day:
Ronald W. Walters Leadership and Public
Policy Center
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The Ronald W. Walters Leadership and Public Policy Center was exceptionally well
represented at our inaugural Research Day in the Howard University Department of
Political Science, showcasing the depth of student scholarship and commitment to civic
engagement.

We are proud to highlight the outstanding work of Kiara Usher-Jackson, Malik Barton
and Candace Charles (absent), who presented their poster as part of the Kettering
Foundation-sponsored initiative, “Strengthening Civic Infrastructure for an Inclusive
Democracy: A Student Policy Advocacy Toolkit for HBCUs and Minority Serving
Institutions.” Their project reflects a powerful effort to equip students and institutions
with the tools necessary to advance inclusive democratic participation and strengthen
civic infrastructure.

In addition, attendees engaged in a thought-provoking conversation featuring Katia
Papailler and Jayda Gray, centered on Jayda’s paper, “The Precipice of American
Democracy: Strengthening Through Civics Education, Community Power, and Intentful
Joy.” This discussion explored critical questions about the future of American democracy
while offering innovative perspectives on the role of education, collective action, and
community-centered approaches in sustaining democratic life.

Together, these presentations exemplify the mission of the Walters Center and the
Department of Political Science to foster rigorous research, meaningful dialogue, and
impactful civic engagement. We commend these students for their exceptional
contributions and for helping to make our f irst Research Day a resounding success.



The Howard University Department of Political Science is proud to highlight the outstanding work of
our Honors Political Science students who presented at our inaugural Research Day. Their projects
reflect the depth, rigor, and critical engagement that def ine undergraduate research in our
department.

We are especially pleased to recognize Hannah Rose Williams for her compelling thesis,
“Gentrif ication, Campus Ecology, and the Student Experience at Howard University.” Grounded in
Campus Ecology Theory, Hannah’s research examines how the rapid transformation of Washington,
D.C.—particularly the Shaw neighborhood—shapes student identity, belonging, and daily life at
Howard University.

Through qualitative interviews and environmental analysis of the Georgia Avenue and 4th Street
corridors, her study highlights the university as an interconnected ecosystem, deeply influenced by
external economic and spatial changes. Her f indings identify three central dynamics shaping the
Howard student experience:

Physical and Visual Displacement, as historic community spaces give way to luxury developments
and high-cost businesses 
The Collegiate Housing Crisis, which pushes students farther f rom campus and disrupts
engagement in campus life 
Social Alienation and Surveillance, where students report feeling scrutinized and pressured to
navigate tensions with new residents 

Hannah’s work ultimately argues that gentrif ication operates as a “negative environmental press,”
challenging the sense of belonging that is vital to student success and the preservation of Howard’s
legacy as a community anchor.

We also recognize Victoria Matthews for her compelling project, “A Model for Retribution: An Analysis
of San Francisco's Local Reparations Policy and Black Displacement.” In her presentation, Victoria
examined the development and implications of reparations policy efforts in San Francisco, with
particular attention to how local policy initiatives seek to address historical and ongoing patterns of
Black displacement. Her work contributes to broader conversations about justice, equity, and the role
of local governments in advancing reparative policy f rameworks.

Together, these Honors students exemplify the intellectual excellence and social commitment that
def ine Political Science at Howard. We applaud their achievements and look forward to the
continued impact of their scholarship.

Honors Student Research Spotlight: Elevating
Undergraduate Scholarship
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Upcoming events and Student Opportunities
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Sixth & I is hosting a multitude of
upcoming events!

Wednesday, May 27 at 7:00 pm: Senator Chris Murphy
will be discussing his new book, Crisis of the Common

Good, where he draws on history and political
philosophy.

Wednesday, June 3 at 7:00 pm: Former First Lady Dr.
Jill Biden will be sharing her personal experience in the
White House during one of the most complicated
periods in recent American memory.

Sunday, June 14 at 5:00 pm: MS NOW host Jen Psaki
will be doing a live recording of her podcast, “The

Blueprint with Jen Psaki.”

Tuesday, July 14 at 7:00 pm:  Brian Tyler Cohen,
progressive independent media creator and bestselling

author of Shameless, will be talking about his new
book, The Day After: How to Wield Power in a Post-

Trump World.

https://www.sixthandi.org/
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sixthandi.org%2Fevent%2Fsenator-chris-murphy%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLaNiya.Kaintuck%40bison.howard.edu%7C9440c7e94a174bbaa24108dea0989aac%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C639124774440278971%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LUCOc2%2Fag9gYBF95fnybga5PzepqBj68JbR%2Fk7269hw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sixthandi.org%2Fevent%2Fdr-jill-biden%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLaNiya.Kaintuck%40bison.howard.edu%7C9440c7e94a174bbaa24108dea0989aac%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C639124774440313878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zGNXw2yo1i%2FC2XTCMKO%2BilTMiL0l5ZHrwTSUfpzWlCw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sixthandi.org%2Fevent%2Fdr-jill-biden%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLaNiya.Kaintuck%40bison.howard.edu%7C9440c7e94a174bbaa24108dea0989aac%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C639124774440313878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zGNXw2yo1i%2FC2XTCMKO%2BilTMiL0l5ZHrwTSUfpzWlCw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sixthandi.org%2Fevent%2Fthe-blueprint-with-jen-psaki-live-recording%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLaNiya.Kaintuck%40bison.howard.edu%7C9440c7e94a174bbaa24108dea0989aac%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C639124774440348947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YjjkmfFvTe%2BEG%2FdYfNnx6vNjAk0gnp1V%2BGxJA%2FtTF5A%3D&reserved=0
https://nam04.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sixthandi.org%2Fevent%2Fbrian-tyler-cohen%2F&data=05%7C02%7CLaNiya.Kaintuck%40bison.howard.edu%7C9440c7e94a174bbaa24108dea0989aac%7C02ac0c07b75f46bf9b133630ba94bb69%7C0%7C0%7C639124774440400990%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ikh8H68kFjOo5QwfQ0b5iB%2BrJP3bT%2BbLYCE28hh6%2FjE%3D&reserved=0
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