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This is a listing of important books in various areas of American Government and Political Behavior.
A capable graduate student will be conversant with at least some of these books. The list should be
considered to be exhaustive, though not definitive. It will be updated biennially.

A few words on textbooks and scholarly books. A textbook is a compilation of generally acknowledged
facts compiled in essays used to explain various political science topics. While they may occasionally
beused in selected graduate courses, they are generally reserved for introductory undergraduate courses.
Consequently, they are inappropriate for use in graduate level comprehensive examinations. Such
examinations are designed to ascertain your knowledge of original research, which is found in scholarly
books and journals.

AMERICAN GOVERNMENT

American Political Theory

Joe Myerson, ed., The Transcendentalists — A Review of Research and Criticism, (New York: MLA,
1984).

Paul E. Boller, Jr., American Transcendentalism, 1830-1860, (New York: G. P. Putnams Sons-
Capricorn Books, 1974).

Lynton K. Caldwell, The Administrative Theories of Hamilton and Jefferson, 2™ Edition, (New York:
Holmes and Meier, 1988).

Bernard Bailyn, The Ideological Origins of the American Revolution, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1992).

Roger Wilkins, Jefferson’s Pillow, (Boston: Beacon Press, 2001).



Thornton Anderson, ed., Jacobin’s Development of American Political Thought,(New Y ork: Appleton-
Century, 2961).

Kenneth M. Dolbeare, American Political Thought, 4™ edition, (Chatham NJ: Chatham House
Publishers, 1998).

Richard C. Sinopoli, ed., From Many, One, (Washington, DC: Georgetown University Press, 1997).
Max J. Skidmore, American Political Thought, (New York: St. Martin's Press, 1978).

Samuel H. Beer, To Make a Nation - The Rediscovery of American Federalism, (Cambridge, MA:
Harvard University Press - Belknap, 1993).

Bernard E. Brown, Great American Political Thinkers, Vols. I and II, (New York: Avon Books, 1983).
Alan P. Grimes, American Political Thought, (Lanham, MD: University Press of America, 1983).
Glen E. Thurow, Abraham Lincoln and American Political Religion, (Albany, NY: SUNY Press, 1976).

James Madison, Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, The Federalist Papers, (Albany, NY: SUNY Press,
1976).

Richard Hofstadter, The American Political Tradition, (New Y ork: Knopf, 1948).
Clinton Rossiter, Seedtime of the Republic, (New York: Harcourt, 1953).

Vernon L. Parrington, Main Currents in American Thought, Vols. I-1Il, (Norman, OK: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1987).

Ralph Barton Perry, Puritanism and Democracy, (New York, 1944).

Eric Goldman, Rendezvous with Destiny, (New York: Knopf, 1953).

Betty Friedan, The Second Stage, (New York: Summit Books, 1981).

Martin Luther King, Jr., Where Do We Go From Here? (New York: Harper and Row, 1967).
Congress

Thomas Mann and Norman Ornstein, The Broken Branch: How Congress Is Failing America and How
to Get It Back on Track, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2008).

Michael Malbin, Unelected Representatives: Congressional Staff and the Future of Representative
Government, (New York: Basic Books, 1980).



David Mayhew, Congress. The Electoral Connection, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1974).

Richard Bolling, Power in the House: A History of the Leadership of the House of Representative, (New
York: Dutton, 1968)

John Manley, The Politics of Finance: The House Committee on Ways and Means (Boston: Little
Brown, 1970).

Randall B. Ripley, Power in the Senate, (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1969).

Louis Fisher, The Politics of Shared Power.: Congress and the Executive, (College Station: Texas A and
M Press, 1998).

George Edwards 111, Presidential Influence in Congress, (San Francisco: Freeman Publishers, 1980).

William Miller, Fishbait: The Memoirs of the Congressional Doorkeeper, (New York: Prentice Hall
1977).

Philip M. Stern, The Best Congress Money Can Buy, (New York: Pantheon, 1988)

Barbara Sinclair, The Transformation of the U. S. Senate, (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press,
1990).

Barbara Sinclair, Unorthodox Lawmaking: New Legislative Processes in the U.S. Congress,
(Washington, DC: CQ Press, 1997).

Roger Davidson and Walter Oleszek, Congress and Its Members, (Washington, DC: CQ Press). Note:
This book is now in its 14™ edition. You’ll have to cite which edition to which you refer.

Randall B. Ripley, Congress.: Process and Policy. (New York: W. W. Norton, 1988).

Richard Fenno, Jr., The Power of the Purse: Appropriations Politics in Congress, (New York: Little
Brown, 1966).

Richard Fenno, Home Style: House Members in Their Districts., (New York: Longman 2008).

Hugh Gregory Gallagher, Advise and Obstruct: The Role of the United States Senate in Foreign Policy
Decisions, (New York: Delacorte, 1969).

Charles R. Wise, The Dynamics of Legislation: Leadership and Policy Change in the Congressional
Process, (New York: Jossey-Bass, 1991).

Woodrow Wilson, Congressional Government: A Study in American Politics, (Boston: Houghton
Mifflin, 1895).



Douglas Arnold, The Logic of Congressional Action, (New Haven, CT: Yale University Press, 1990).
David Cannon, Race, Redistricting and Representation, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999).

Gary Cox and Mathew McCubbins, Setting the Agenda: Responsible Party Government in the U.S.
House of Representatives, (New York: Cambridge University Press, 2005).

Forest Maltzman, Competing Principles: Committees, Parties, and the Organization of Congress, (Ann
Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press, 1997).

The Constitution

Gouverneur Morris, Records of the Federal Convention, ed. Max Farrand, (New Haven, CT: Yale
University Press, 1921).

E. S. Corwin, The Constitution of the United States,

James Madison, Notes of Debates in the Federal Convention of 1787, ed. Arienne Koch, (Athens: Ohio
University Press, 1966).

Foreign Policy

Marc Smyrl, Conflict or Codetermination? Congress, the President and the Power to Make War, (New
York: Ballinger Publishing Company, 1988).

Jeffrey Richelson, The U.S Intelligence Community, (Boulder: Westview Press, 2011).

Thomas E. Mann, ed., A Question of Balance: The President, The Congress and Foreign Policy,
(Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 1990).

Anders Stephanson, Kennan and the Art of Foreign Policy, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press,
1992).

Charles Fenwick, Foreign Policy and International Law, (New York: Oceana Publications, Inc, 1968).

Barry M. Blechman, The Politics of National Security: Congress and U.S. Defense Policy, (Oxford:
Oxford University Press).

Henry Cox, War, Foreign Affairs and Constitutional Power, (New York: Ballinger Publishing
Company, 1984).

Lawrence Margolis, Executive Agreement and Presidential Power in Foreign Policy, (Boulder, CO:
Praeger, 1986).



William Bacchus, Foreign Policy and the Bureaucratic Process, (Princeton: Princeton University Press,
1974).

Cecil V. Crabb, American Diplomacy and the Pragmatic Tradition, (Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1989).

W. W. Rostow, The View from the Seventh Floor, (New York: Harper and Row, 1964).

Graham Allison and Philip Zelikow, Essence of Decision: Explaining the Cuban Missile Crisis,
(Boulder, CO: Longman, 1999).

Eugene V. Rostow, A Breakfast for Bonaparte: U.S. National Security Interests From the Heights of
Abraham Lincoln to the Nuclear Age, (Washington, DC: National Defense University Press, 1992).

J. M. Destler, Presidents, Bureaucrats, and Foreign Policy, (Princeton: Princeton Univ. Press, 1972).

Karl F. Inderfurth and Lock K. Johnson, Decisions of the Highest Order: Perspectives on the NSC,
( : Brooks Cole, 1988).

Intergovernmental Relations
Deil S. Wright, Understanding Intergovernmental Relations, ( : Brooks-Cole, 1988).

Laurence J. O’Toole, Jr., ed., American Intergovernmental Relations, (Washington, DC: CQ Press,
2012).

Paul E. Peterson, The Price of Federalism, (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 1995).

S. Rufus Davis, The Federal Principle: A Journey Through Time in Quest of Meaning, (Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1978).

James Sundquist and David W. Davis, Making Federalism Work, (Washington, DC: Brookings
Institution Pres, 1969).

Daniel Elazar, American Federalism: A View From the States, (New York: Harper Collins, 1984).
Donald Haider, When Governments Come to Washington, (New York: The Free Press, 1974).

David C. Nice, Federalism: The Politics of Intergovernmental Relations, (New York: Palgrave
MacMillan, 1986).

William Riker, The Development of American Federalism, ( : Springer, 1987).

E. Blains Finer, ed., A Decade of Revolution: Perspective on State and Local Relations, (Washington,



DC: The Urban Institute Press, 1989).

David B. Walker, The Rebirth Of Federalism: Slouching Toward Washington, (Washington, DC: CQ
Press, 1999).

The Judiciary

Michael W. McCann and Gerald L. Houseman, Editors, Judging the Constitution: Critical Essays on
Judicial Law-Making, (Scott, Foresman and Company, 1989).

William F. Harris, II, The Interpretable Constitution. (Baltimore, MD, The John Hopkins University
Press, 1993).

Wrick K. Preuss, Constitutional Revolution: The Link Between Constitutionalism and Progress,
(Humanities Press 1995).

Henry Abraham, Freedom and the Court: Civil Rights and Civil Liberties in the United States, 1982,
(LeifCarter, Contemporary Constitutional Lawmaking, 1985).

Lewis Mayers, The American Legal System, (New York: Harper and Row, 1964).

Henry Abraham, The Judicial Process: An Introductory Analysis of the Courts of the United States,
England, and France, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998).

Harry Kalven and Hans Seisel, The American Jury., (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1971).
Glendon Schubert, ed., Judicial Decision-Making, (New York: The Free Press of Glencoe, 1963).
Walter Murphy, The Study of Public Law, (New York: Random House, 1972).

Charles H. Sheldon, The American Judicial Process, (New York: HarperCollins Publishers, 1974).
David Rhode and Harold Spaeth, Supreme Court Decision-Making, (New Y ork: Freeman & Co., 1975)
Benjamin Cardozo, The Nature of the Judicial Process, (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1921).

Thomas Keck, The Most Activist Supreme Court in History: The Road to Modern Judicial
Conservatism, (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 2004).



The Presidency

Richard Johnson, Managing the White House: An Intimate Study of the Presidency, (New York: Harper
and Row, 1974).

James MacGregor Bums, Roosevelt: The Lion and the Fox, Vol. 1, 1882-1940, (New York: Harcourt,
Brace, 1956).

Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Imperial Presidency. (New York: Houghton Mifflin, 1973).
Edward S. Corwin, The President: Office and Powers. (New York: New York University Press, 1984).
Richard F. Fenno, Jr., The President's Cabinet, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press 1959).

John F. Murphy, The Pinnacle: The Contemporary American Presidency, (Philadelphia: Lippincott,
1974).

Richard E. Neustadt, Presidential Power and the Modem Presidents: The Politics of Leadership from
Roosevelt to Reagan, (New York: The Free Press, 1990).

Aaron Wildavsky, The Beleaguered Presidency, (New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 1991).

Thomas E. Cronin and Michael A. Genovese, The Paradoxes of the American Presidency, (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2012).

Stephen Hess, Organizing the Presidency, (Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2002).

Charles Cameron, Veto Bargaining: Presidents and the Politics of Negative Power, (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2000).

Jeffrey Cohen, Going Local: Presidential Leadership in the Post-Broadcast Age, (New York:
Cambridge University Press, 2010).

George Edwards, The Strategic President, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 2009)

Fred Greenstein, The Presidential Difference, third edition, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2009).

David Lewis, The Politics of Presidential Appointments, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press,
2008).

James P. Pfiftner, The Modern Presidency, (New York: Wadsworth, 2011).



State and Local Government

Malcolm E. Jewell and Marcia Lynn Whicker, Legislative Leadership in the United States, (Ann Arbor:
University of Michigan Press, 1994).

John C. Wahlke, et al., The Legislative System, (New York: John Wiley, 1962).

Alan Rosenthal, Legislative Life: People, Process and Performance in the States, (New York: Harper
and Row, 1961).

Thad Beyle and Lynn Muchmore, ed., Being Governor: The View from the Office, (Durham: Duke
University Press, 1983).

Alan Rosenthal, Governors and Legislatures: Contending Powers,(Washington, DC: CQ Press, 1990).
Larry Sabato, Goodbye to Good-Time Charlie, (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 1983).

Coleman Ransone, Jr., The American Governorship, (Westport, CT: Greenwood Press, 1982).
Edward C. Banfield and James Q. Wilson, City Politics, (New York: Vintage Books, 1963).

Malcolm E. Jewell and David M. Olson, Political Parties and Elections in American States, (Chicago:
Dorsey Press, 1988).

William Grimshaw, Bitter Fruit: Black Politics and the Chicago Machine, (Chicago: The University
of Chicago Press, 1992).

Harmon Ziegler and Michael Baer, Lobbying Interaction and Influence in American State Legislatures,
(Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1969).

Betty Zisk, Local Interest Politics: A One Way Street, (New Y ork: Bobbs-Merrill Company, 1973).

Virginia Gray and David Lowery, The Population Ecology of Interest Representation: Lobbying
Communities in the American States, (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1996).

Thomas Cronin, Direct Democracy: The Politics of Initiative, Referendum, and Recall, (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1989).

Robert S. Erikson, Gerald C. Wright, and John P. Mclver, Statehouse Democracy. Public Opinion and
Policy in the American States, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1993).

David B. Magleby, Direct Legislation: Voting on Ballot Propositions in the United States, (Baltimore:
Johns Hopkins University Press, 1984).



David D. Schmidt, Citizen Lawmakers, (Philadelphia: Temple University Press, 1989).
Paul Peterson, City Limits, (Chicago: The University of Chicago Press, 1981).
Clarence Stone, Regime Politics, (Lawrence, KS: University Press of Kansas, 1989).
The Bureaucracy

William Gormley and Steven Balla, Bureaucracy and Democracy: Accountability and Performance,
(Washington: CQ Press, 2012).

Theodore Lowi, The End of Liberalism, (New York: Norton, 1979).

Elliott Sclar, You Don't Always Get What You Pay For: The Economics of Privatization, (Ithaca, NY:
Cornell University Press, 2001).

David Lewis, The Politics of Presidential Appointments: Political Control and Bureaucratic
Performance, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2008).

Eric Patashnik, Reforms at Risk: What Happens After Major Policy Changes are Enacted, (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 2008).

Herbert Simon, Administrative Behavior, (New York: Free Press).

James Q. Wilson, Bureaucracy: What Government Agencies Do and Why They Do It,(New Y ork: Basic
Books, 1989).

POLITICAL BEHAVIOR

Parties and Politics

Jeremy Mayer, Running on Race: Racial Politics in Presidential Campaigns, 1960-2000, (New Y ork:
Random House, 2002).

Hanes Walton, Jr., Black Politics: A Theoretical and Structural Analysis, (Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott
Company, 1972)

Hanes Walton, Jr., Black Republicans: The Politics of the Blacks and Tans,(Metuchen, NJ: Scarecrow
Press, 1975).

John Aldrich, Why Parties? A Second Look, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011)

Steven Rosenstone, Roy L. Behr, and Edward H. Lazarus, Third Parties in America, (Princeton:
Princeton University Press, 1996).



Martin Wattenburg, Decline of American Political Parties, 1952-1996, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1998).

Martin Wattenburg, The Rise of Candidate-Centered Politics: Presidential Elections of the 1980s,
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1992).

Malcolm Jewell and Sarah Morehouse, Political Parties and Elections In American States, 4th Edition,
(Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2000)

Daniel A. Mazmanian, Third Parties in Presidential Elections,(Washington, DC: Brookings Institution
Press, 1974).

Angus Campbell, Philip E. Converse, Warren E. Miller, and Donald E. Stokes, The American Voter,
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1980).

Nelson Polsby, Aaron Wildavsky, Steven E. Schier, David A. Hopkins, Presidential Elections:
Strategies and Structures of American Politics, (Lanham, MD: Rowman and Littlefield, 2011).

James MacGregor Burns, The Deadlock of Democracy: Four-Party Politics in America, (New York:
Prentice Hall 1963).

Norman Nie and Sidney Verba, Participation in American Democracy: Political Democracy and Social
Equality, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1987).

APSA, Report of the Committee on Political Parties, “Toward a More Responsible Two-Party System.”

E. E. Schattschneider, Party Government: American Government in Action, (New Brunswick, NJ:
Transaction Publishers, 1977).

Norman Nie, Sidney Verba, John Petrocik, The Changing American Voter, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1999).

Warren Miller and J. Merrill Shanks, The New American Voter, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University
Press, 1996).

Richard Niemi, Robert Weisberg, and David Kimball, Controversies in Voting Behavior, (Washington,
DC: CQ Press, 2010).

Martin Wattenberg, Decline of American Political Parties, 1952-1988, (Cambridge, MA: Harvard
University Press, 1998)

Michael K. Fauntroy, Republicans and the Black Vote, (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner, 2008).

10



Pressure Groups

Arthur Bentley, The Process of Government: A Study of Social Pressures, (New Brunswick, NJ:
Transaction Publishers, 1995).

Dara Strolovitch, Affirmative Advocacy: Race, Class, and Gender in Interest Group Politics, (Chicago:
The University of Chicago Press, 2007)

Mark Rozell, Clyde Wilcox, and Michael Franz, Interest Groups in American Campaigns: The New
Face of Electioneering, (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2012)

Jeffrey Berry and Clyde Wilcox, Interest Group Society, (New York: Pearson, 2008)

E. E. Schattschneider, The Semi-Sovereign People: A Realist's View of Democracy in America, (New
York: Holt, Rinchart and Winston, 1960)

Theodore Lowi, The End of Liberalism: The Second Republic of the United States, (New Y ork: Norton,
1979).

Jack Walker, Mobilizing Interest Groups in America: Patrons, Professions, and Social Movements,
(University of Michigan Press, 1991).

V.0. Key, Politics, Parties and Pressure Groups, ( : Ty Crowell Co., 1964).
James Wilson, Political Organizations, (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1974).

Kay Schlozman and John Tierney, Organized Interests and American Democracy, (New York:
HarperCollins, 1986).

Harmon Ziegler and Michael Baer, Lobbying: Interaction and Influence in American State Legislatures,
(Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1969).

Lester Milbrath, The Washington Lobbyists, (New York: Rand McNally, 1963)

David Truman, The Governmental Process: Political Interests and Public Opinion, (Santa Barbara, CA:
Praeger, 1981).

Mancur Olsen, The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, (Cambridge,
MA: Harvard University Press, 1971).

G. David Garson, Group Theories of Politics, (New York: Sage Publications, 1978).

11



Public Opinion
Walter Lippmann, Public Opinion, (New York: Harcourt Brace, 1922).
V.0. Key, Public Opinion and American Democracy, (New York: Knopf, 1961).

M. Kent Jennings and Richard Niemi, The Political Character of Adolescence: The Influence of
Families and Schools, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1974).

Robert Hess and Judith Tomey, The Development of Political Attitudes In Children, (Chicago: Aldine,
1967).

David Easton and Jack Dennis, Children in the Political System: Origins of Political Legitimacy, (New
York: McGraw Hill, 1969).

Doris Graber, Mass Media and American Politics, (Washington, DC: CQ Press, 2009)

Thomas Marshall, Public Opinion and the Supreme Court, (New South Wales, Austrialia, Unwin
Hyman, 1989).

Robert Erikson, Gerald Wright, and John Mclver, Statehouse Democracy. Public Opinion and Policy
in the American States, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994).

Robert S. Erikson and Kent Tedin, American Public Opinion: Its Origins, Content, and Impact, (New
York: Pearson, 2010).

Edward Carmines and James Stimson, Issue Evolution: Race and the Transformation of American
Politics, (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1989).
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